Trichinella infections in foxes and wild boars were studied to determine the prevalence of infection in wildlife in the Netherlands. Muscles of 429 forelegs of foxes (Vulpes vulpes) and diaphragms of 11 wild boars (Sus scrofa) were artificially digested. Single larvae of Trichinella were identified at species level using random amplified polymorphic DNA (RAPD-PCR). In addition, an ELISA using ES antigen was used to test serum samples of 458 wild boars. The prevalence of Trichinella In foxes ranged from 3.9 % in the the eastern part of the country, 13.1% in the central part of the country and 1.3 % in the most western part of the country. Trichinella larvae of foxes were identified as T. britovi. In most samples, identification of larvae did not show reproducible results. The serological prevalence of Trichinella infections in wild boars was 6.8 %. Wild boar populations are located in the central and In the southern part of the country. Trichinella larvae of wild boar were identified as T. spiralis. These results show that two Trichinella species are involved in the epidemiology of trichinellosis among wildlife. On the basis of previous reports, the present results suggest that the prevalence of Trichinella infection in wildlife is increasing in the last 20 years. showed a prevalence of 1.8 % (Franchimont et al., 1993).
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At that time larvae could not be identified at species level.
The aim of the present study was the evaluation of the 
RESULTS
A total of 429 foxes was examined. The number of animals investigated from the different areas and the number of positive animals are listed in Table I .
In the border area with Germany and Belgium, 11 foxes (3-9 %) were found positive for Trichinella larvae, with a worm burden ranging from 0.04 to 0.71 larvae per g (LPG)
( Van der Giessen et al, 1998) . In the Veluwe region, 10 foxes (13-1 %) were positive for Trichinella larvae with a worm burden ranging from 0.04 to 0.6 LPG. In the coastal region, only one animal was positive (1.3 %;
LPG). The spatial distribution of all foxes examined
and the location of the Trichinella-positive foxes is shown in Figure 1 . Trichinella positive foxes were even found in areas with a high human population density. et al.,1998) . Between 1976 and 1980, a seroprevalence of 1.8 % was detected in wild boars form the Netherlands (Franchimont et al., 1993) , whereas the seroprevalence increased to 6.8 % in the present study, suggesting a greater diffusion of this parasite among wild boars. The presence of T. britovi in the fox population of the Netherlands appears to be without consequences for modern commercial pig farming (Van Knapen, 1991 
Larvae from foxes were identified as T. britovi (Van der
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